
WE BELIEVE: Faith is a journey, God is good, Jesus saves, and the Spirit  
leads us to faith, hope, and love as we honor the dignity of all God’s people.

FOUNDERS’ SUNDAY	 November 10, 2024 - 10:30am

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C H U R C H



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
*Indicates please stand if you are able. 

Bolded text or music score indicates congregational response.  

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew.  

Prayer request cards may be placed in the offering and will be added to our prayer list.

As you enter the sanctuary, we invite you to prepare your hearts for worship.

PRELUDE                                          Voluntary in C                       Jonathan Tuuk, Organ 
by Maurice Greene 

WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE*	 Rachael Cooley
  Greeting:   The peace of Christ be with you.
Response:    And also with you.

NEWS OF THE CHURCH   		             Rachael Cooley

OUTREACH ANNOUNCEMENT                     Stacy Jenkins, Mel Trotter Ministries 

NTROIT	 Holy, Holy, Holy 	                  Chancel Choir 
  by Franz Schubert                                    ............................

Holy is the Lord; holy evermore adored; Saints in heaven praise him, gathered round the throne;  
saints on earth adore him, God, the Lord alone.



CALL TO WORSHIP 		    Ingrid Nelson, Council Member
   Leader:   Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, my soul.
 People:   I will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long  
                  as I live.
   Leader:   Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.
 People:   When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very  
                  day their plans come to nothing.  
   Leader:   Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in  
                  the Lord their God.
 People:   He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in  
                  them—he remains faithful forever.
   Leader:   He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry.
 People:   The Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the blind,
   Leader:   the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord loves the  
                  righteous.
 People:   The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless  
                  and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
         All:   The Lord reigns forever for all generations. Praise the Lord!

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 19*    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing            NETTLETON

OPENING PRAYER* 		  Ingrid Nelson
  Leader:   Holy Lord, we are here to rest in your presence as a community. We  
                  know these are strange days and we trust that you hold us in the  
                  palm  of your hand. May we never forget this. Order our steps and  
                  keep us faithful to your Word and your ways. 
 People:   We trust in You, Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI* 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                      Rachael Cooley 

SCRIPTURE READING	 John 13:31-35; 15:12-17	 Ingrid Nelson 
PEW BIBLE, PAGE 763

  Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God!



SERMON                                   Getting Back to Basics                       Rev. Dr. Livingston
HYMN 389                                  Be Still, My Soul                                               FINLANDIA

CALL TO OFFERING	       	 Ingrid Nelson
OFFERTORY                                   A Gaelic Blessing                                     Chancel Choir 

 by John Rutter
Deep peace to you, deep peace of the earth to you, deep peace of the stars to you, deep peace of night to  

you. Moon and stars pour light on you.  Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION*		  Rev. Dr. Livingston     

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER                                                           Rev. Dr. Livingston

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

HYMN 34*                            Let All Things Now Living                                     ASH GROVE

BENEDICTION*                                                                                         Rev. Dr. Livingston                              

DISMISSAL*	   	 Rev. Dr. Livingston	
	 Leader:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
	 People:	  We go into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
                            Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE                                              Rejoice                                                    Mr. Tuuk                                                            
  by Noel Goemanne     

 

We welcome guest organist, Jonathan Tuuk this morning.

Flowers are given today by Barbara Gordon in loving memory of  
George, their parents, siblings, and sisters-in-law.



WELCOME! If this is your first time worshiping with us, please stop by the Welcome Center 
in the narthex outside the sanctuary if you have questions about our church. You are 
invited to join us after the service for refreshments and fellowship in the atrium.

HEARING ASSISTANCE is available on the main floor by using the T-switch on your hearing 
aid. Handheld receivers with earphones are also available from the ushers.

NURSERY is available for children birth through 3 years. Please sign your child(ren) in prior  
to the service and receive a pager if needed.

SUNDAY SCHOOL for children age 4 through 5th grade meet during the service following 
the Children’s Message in the lower-level Youth Rooms. Children are asked to bring their 
Bibles. We will share “highs and lows” from the week, play Bible trivia, sing, have a Bible 
story lesson, and engage in a related activity. Middle Schoolers are encouraged to join us 
in Sunday school as small group helpers - they earn “CIT Bucks”!

WELCOME! We are so glad you joined us today!



  Looking Ahead
*Words in italics denote partnering  
  organizations that meet at Mayflower

Today, November 10 - Founders’ Sunday
10:30am | Rev. Dr. Bob Livingston, preaching

NOVEMBER
 11	 Men’s Bible Study | 7:30am
	 Women’s Bible Study | 9:30am
	 Women’s Bible Study | 5pm
	 Men’s Bible Study | 5pm
 12	 Breakfast Club | 6:30am 
	 Needlepoint | 10am
	 Worship & Music Mtg | 4pm
	 Outreach Mtg | 5pm
	 CCGR (Chamber Choir)* | 5pm
	 Mahj in the Mitten* | 6:30pm 
13	 Midweek | 4pm
	 Mayflower Bells | 6pm
	 House & Grounds Mtg | 7pm
	 Al-Anon* | 7pm
14	 Women’s City Club* | 9:30am 
	 Women’s Bible Study | 10am
	 Boy Scouts* | 6:30pm
	 Mahj in the Mitten* | 6:30pm
15	 Men’s Bible Study | 7am
	  Joyful Sounds* | 9:30am
16   Writing Camp* | 9am-12pm
17	 Morning Worship |10:30am 

Rev. Dr. Bob Livingston, preaching
	 Priscilla Circle Bake Sale | 11:30am
	 MS/HS Bells | 11:45am
	 Mel Trotter Event* | 12pm
	 Elevate | MS/HS Friendsgiving | 5-6:30pm	     

18	 Men’s Bible Study | 7:30am
	 Women’s Bible Study | 9:30am
	 Women’s Bible Study | 5pm
	 Men’s Bible Study | 5pm
	 Mondays at Mayflower | 7pm
19	 Breakfast Club | 6:30am 
	 Needlepoint | 10am 
	 Ladies’ Luncheon | 11:30
	 Council Mtg | 6:30pm
20	 Deacons Mtg | 9:30am 
	 Midweek | 4pm
	 Mayflower Bells | 6pm
	 Al-Anon* | 7pm
21	 Women’s City Club* | 9:30am 
	 Women’s Bible Study | 10am
	 Boy Scouts* | 6:30pm
22	 Men’s Bible Study | 7am
	 Girls Choral Academy Concert* | 5:30pm
24	 Gratitude Sunday |10:30am
	 MS/HS Bells | 11:45am
	 Elevate | MS/HS Main Event | 5-7pm



The Next Step Breakfast

The Next Step group 
shared thier stories and 
a time of fellowship on 
All Saints Sunday. We 
thank all those who 
helped organize this 
breakfast.

69 UP Event at Lovell Hand
The 69 UP social group spent 
an evening of fun at the 
Lovell Hand and Orthapedic 
Center. We look forward to 
the Christmas gathering at 
Elaine Matthews’ on Tuesday, 
December 10.

Trunk or Treat



The Mayflower Pastoral Search Committee was elected by the congregation at 
our July Annual Meeting, and since August has been working together to lay the 
foundation for a successful search process on behalf of the people of Mayflower. 
They will be providing general progress updates to the congregation during Sunday 
service every 6 weeks, and special updates as needed.

Barbara Hohman Barbara Gordon

Matthew DhaseleerPeter Houlihan 
Co-chair

peter@brightformat.com

Patrick Miller

Janice Yates 
Recording Secretary 

Chris Edgar 
Co-chair

chrisedgar@comcast.net

Dave Hathaway Courtney Weiler

Senior Pastor Search Committee Update

FRIENDSGIVING
MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL ELEVATE

NOVEMBER 17 
5-6:30PM

YOU’RE INVITED TO COME AND GOBBLE YUMMYFOOD 
WHILE WADDLING AROUND WITH FRIENDS! BRING 
YOUR FAVORITE THANKSGIVING DISH TO SHARE.

CONTACT RACHAEL@MAYFLOWERCHURCH.ORG FOR DETAILS





  

Mayflower news and details on upcoming events. Visit MayflowerChurch.org/events for more information.
Announcements for November

JOIN CHANCEL CHOIR & CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA & SING ON CANTATA SUNDAY

Wednesdays now through Dec. 4, we dedicate 
the first half hour of each rehearsal to the two 
major works we’re singing on Sunday, Dec. 8.
Join us as we learn Vaughan Williams’ Fantasy 
on Christmas Carols and J. S. Bach’s For Us a 
Child is Born.
Commitment is Wednesdays, 7:30-8pm, 
Saturday morning dress rehearsal, Dec 7 and 
Sunday morning performance, Dec 8.
Questions?  Talk to Julia or Scott 

MEL TROTTER EVENT | NOV. 17 | 12PM
Mayflower Outreach invites everyone on 
Sunday, Nov. 17th from 12-1:30pm to gather 
at Mel Trotter’s Hope Village (100 Garden 
Street SE). Plan on joining us after the Sunday 
service for Q’doba lunch, tours of the space, 
and a special message from the new CEO of 
Mel Trotter Ministries, Chris Palusky.
Mayflower is one of the initial funders of the 
Hope Village Tiny Homes Community project. 
While at the lunch, everyone will get to vote 
on an item for outreach to donate for the new 
Community Center that will be complete in 
spring of 2025. Come be a part of this exciting 
day! meltrotter.org/get-involved/donate-now/
immeasurablymore/

PRISCILLA CIRCLE BAKE SALE | NOV. 17
EVERYONE is invited to donate baked goods for 
the sale. On 11/17, bring your baked goods to 
the tables in the Atrium before the service.

COFFEE HOUR | SUNDAY, NOV. 10
You are invited to join us in celebrating our 
MCC community! During the service, we 
welcome Rev. Livingston, preaching and 
Jonathan Tuuk playing the organ. 

LADIES LUNCHEON | NOV. 19 | 11:30AM
Join the ladies of Mayflower at Walker 
Roadhouse (3272 Remembrance Rd NW). We 
suggest carpooling due to limited parking. 
Please RSVP Maris by Monday, Nov 18. at 616-
821-0413.

69 UP | TUESDAY, DEC. 10 | 5-7PM
Elaine Matthews will host this festive event 
in her home with its unique Christmas 
decorations on display. Everyone aged 69 and 
above is invited to share in the joyful occasion. 
Please RSVP to murry@mayflowerchurch.org 
and indicate if you will bring an appetizer or a 
bottle of white wine to share.

IHN REFLECTION SERVICE | NOV. 13 | 6PM
IHN will be holding a service 
of reflection for the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network ministry 
and the people who made it so 
amazing - you all. The service will be held in the 
sanctuary at Wyoming Park United Methodist 
Church on (2244 Porter St SW) at 6pm.
All IHN coordinators, volunteers, and pastors 
associated with this ministry are invited.
If you plan to come, RSVP at the QR code above.



PRAISE FOR THOSE WHO CELEBRATE
Cheryl Blair sends heartfelt thanks for prayers 
from her Mayflower friends. Her aortic valve 
replacement surgery was successful. Continued 
prayers are appreciated as the heart adjusts and 
heals. (11/4)

Praise God for the recent baptism and new 
members we welcomed to Mayflower. (10/27)

We give praise and thanks for the many families 
and individuals who made commitments to 
Mayflower Church on Vision Sunday. (10/22)

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Pray for Eric Britcher as he continues with out 
patient rehabilitation services at Mary Free Bed. 
(11/4) 

Continue to pray for Gwen Wallin as she recov-
ers from recent health complications. (10/29)

Ann Trost is experiencing declining health. She 
had a few falls and has been hospitalized since 
10/18. We pray for peace and comfort for Ann 
at this time. (10/29)

  

Wendy Jacobs had knee surgery on Oct. 31. 
Please pray for her recovery. (11/4)

Pray for Nancy Martin who is at home recover-
ing from a fall. (10/10)

Katie Brenneman is recouperating from knee 
surgery. Please pray for a quick recovery. (10/08)

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO MOURN
Ron Beuker passed away on Oct. 26. Pray for 
his wife Helen and daughter Sarah Von Hof as 
they mourn his passing. (10/29)

PRAY FOR THE WORLD
We pray for peace in the Middle East and a de-
escalation of violence.
We pray for those suffering amidst war and 
turmoil all over the world, especially those 
impacted by conflict in Ukraine and Sudan.
We pray for those affected by natural disasters 
and by the devastation of climate change. We 
pray for God’s healing hand on our earth.

If you would like to receive prayer, or make note of someone to be added to the weekly Prayer List, please 
contact the church office to be included on the list (616.459.6255 or office@mayflowerchurch.org.) Prayer 
Cards are also in the pews and collected during Sunday morning services. 

Praises and Prayers

Sunday Morning Greeters and Cookies Providers
We want to thank Mayflower groups  
and committees for providing cookies  
and greeting us! November is Worship 
& Music and Children & Youth month!

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
COMMITTEE

 
Amy Conway, Chair & CR

Martin Grin
 Allison Houlihan
 Kate Schneider

 Meredith Starnes
Kyle Morrison

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
COMMITTEE

  
Linda Edgar, Co-chair
Cheryl Blair, Co-chair 

David Blair, CR
 Janice Yates

 Matt Dhaseleer
Kay Scott 

Michelle Muza-Moons
 Janet Armfield

Dave Baker



MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
2345 Robinson Road SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 

616-459-6255     www.MayflowerChurch.org
Rev. Ruth Bell Olsson, Interim Senior Pastor 

Dr. Julia Brown, Director of Music and Organist 
Scott Bosscher, Chancel Choir Director | Melia Colwell, Children’s Choir Accompanist 

Rachael Cooley, Interim Executive Administrator | Murry Idema, Director of Congregational Care 
Amy Dunham, Office Manager | Andy Ely, Business Manager  

Mark Webb, Interim Children & Youth Music Director | Kristen Van Stee, Communications Coordinator 
Jana DeShane and David Schellenberg, Facilities Team

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS
Scan the QR Code with your phone 
to give/pay directly through  
E-Zekiel: no sign-up required.
Download the app and create  
an account for future secure  
scan-and-go transactions.

TEXT TO GIVE
On your phone, simply text the 
word: GIVE To: 6163446255 (no 
spaces) and then follow the 
prompts.












