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Dear Mayflower Friends,
Lent has been part of the life of the church from  
its very early days. The Lenten season is a time  
for self-examination and spiritual renewal; a 
time to remember and prepare for the death 
and resurrection of Jesus; a time span of 40 days 
(excluding Sundays), from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter Sunday (March 2 - April 17.)

This Lenten season at Mayflower our worship 
theme will be “Cross Roads.” As the story of 
Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem unfolds in the 
gospels, Jesus comes to many crossroads -- places 
of decision. He must decide which road to take. 
He always chose the road that led to the cross. 
Though many tried to divert him, he would not 
be sidetracked. In like manner we come to many crossroads in our life.  
We must choose what way we will go. 

As we contemplate the meaning of Christ’s death for ourselves, we are 
called to follow Jesus at the Cross Roads of our lives. Escape routes that 
lead away from the cross are everywhere. Jesus on his journey to Calvary 
said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own 
way, take up your cross, and follow me.” This Lenten season, when we 
stand at a Cross Roads, may we all choose to follow Jesus.

Interim Co-Pastor 
Rev. Ruth Bell Olsson

Interim Co-Pastor
Rev. Steven Armfield
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Easter Lilies 
Order yours for $15 

by filling out the 
envelope in the  

pew racks or 
ordering online  

BY SUNDAY, APRIL 3. 
Lilies will be 

available to be 
taken home after 

the 10:30 service on 
Easter morning. If you are not already receiving Mayflower emails,  

SIGN-UP NOW ONLINE at MayflowerChurch.org.

More Lent and Easter details can be found at 
MayflowerChurch.org/Join-Us/Easter



Bible Beginnings & Bible Alive Sunday School 
Bible Beginnings continues meaningful Bible lessons for the four and five-year-olds of 
Mayflower. Since September, the children have heard stories from the Old Testament, learned 
to observe Advent, and celebrated the birth of Jesus. 

Moving forward, each week they will hear stories from the New Testament and follow Jesus’ 
early life through His death on the cross and thereafter. It’s so fun to see how each kid is 
uniquely creative with the Bible craft each week. 

Bible Beginnings students also continue to learn and recite the Lord’s Prayer with the goal of 
being able to recite this important prayer on their own by May. They are so smart!

Throughout this spring, first through fourth-grade Bible Alive students will be reading and listening to Bible stories, learning 
about the books of the Bible, and how to navigate through these books.

During Lent students will also 
be using 40: The Gospels, 
while correlating the lessons 
with Midweek programming. 

Bible Alive students will 
express themselves through 
art, games, and activities 
celebrating God, His Son, and 
Mayflower Church!

Come together in an informal setting for a 
time of learning, singing, and prayer. 

The children and the youth of the church 
lead this service alongside Miss Abby, 
Mayflower’s Children and Youth Choir 
Director, and Rachael Cooley, Director of 
Family Ministries. 

Lent is the perfect time to add a time of worship to your midweek as we walk 
together and journey onward to Easter Sunday.

Lenten Engagement for 
Children and Youth
During this season of Lent the children and youth ministries of Mayflower will be teaching 
from 40: The Gospels by Joel Schoon-Tanis. Joel is the local artist who recently painted with 
us to create the beautiful mural in the first floor hallway. This book is filled with his paintings 
depicting the life and ministry of Jesus and a 
companion booklet of meditations tells the 
Bible story with thoughtful follow-up questions. 

The book and meditations as a set can be purchased for $55. The meditations 
booklet is available to purchase separately for $5.

We are excited to bring more of Joel’s art to the children and youth this Easter to 
tell what Jesus did and who He was in colorful and whimsical ways. We encourage 
each family to pick up one or both of these materials and use them throughout 
Lent at home as well.

Abby Brooks  
Children & Youth  

Choir Director

NEW!!! Midweek Chapel - Wednesdays 5:30-6:00pm 
Sacred yet Casual, Message & Music 

Andrea Koster
Director of CE 

Bible Beginnings

Amy Wiener
CE Associate 

Bible Alive
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Rachael Cooley 
Director of Family  

Ministries & Outreach



2345 Robinson Road
Grand Rapids, MI  49506

www.MayflowerChurch.org
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Come and join us for the
2022 SPRING MUSICAL!
The Tale of the The Tale of the
Three Trees Three Trees takes us on the journey of Jesus 
through the eyes of the three trees that 
each played a special role in His life.
The musical is open to all kids ages 3 
through middle school. 

Prac�ces for grade school 
are during Midweek.
Prac�ces for middle school 
are Sundays 7-8pm.
Contact Abby Brooks, Director of 
Children’s Choirs with any ques�ons. 
(Abby@MayflowerChurch.org)

March
27th!

We are excited to offer LIVE MUSIC 
in the atrium this spring with 
concerts, FREE and OPEN to the 
PUBLIC.

MARCH 7  |  7pm

Mondays at Mayflower in 
collaboration with Early Music 
Michigan present “Baroque in the 
Atrium”: A Musical Feast featuring 
Luke Conklin, oboe; Grace Kim, 
violin; Andrew Laven, cello;  
Julia Brown, harpsichord; and  
music of Couperin, Bach, Zelenka 
and Geminiani.

Dr. Julia Brown 
Music Director & Organist

Scott Bosscher
Chancel Choir Director
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MARCH 14  |  7:00pm 

Organ Competition  
at Mayflower
One of the ways our local chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists supports young organists is with 
the Anamae Rotman Organ Competition -- this 
year it will be hosted at Mayflower. 

There are two ways you can be a part of this 
event: by volunteering to be a room monitor (sit 
in our sanctuary for 2 hours while a contestant is 
practicing on March 12 and/or 13) and by coming 
to hear the competitors play our beautiful organ. 
Contact Julia Brown for more information.

APRIL 16  |  6:00pm 

Good Friday Service
Join us for worship and to hear selections 
from Fauré’s Requiem, sung by the  
Mayflower Chancel Choir and the  
Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys.

Lenten Music Meditation
As we travel again on this Lenten journey, we are 
bringing back some of the recordings that were 
done in 2020 and 2021 – instrumental, choral and 
solo. This is a small selection of what can be found 
on our YouTube page -- Mayflower Church Music. 
Some are from early 2020, when each person 
recorded separately in their homes; others were 
recorded in the atrium and the sanctuary. 

Each Monday morning (and every morning during 
Holy Week) an email will arrive with a Mayflower Music video to bless you at the 
beginning of the week.



We Treat—God Heals!
That is the message over 32,000 patients of Eden 
Clinic have received since opening in 2005. 
The doors to the first clinic opened into a repurposed chicken 
coop—a one-room area with one examining table that also 
served as the only bed.  The waiting area consisted of 3 chairs 
inside and rows of benches outside.

The founder and director of the clinic is Judy Ervine, a 
registered nurse and certified herbalist. The clinic serves both 
Eden Village and the Doma region with patients sometimes 
walking as far as 25 
miles to receive care. 
The care is free to 
everyone and the clinic 
does not close until all 
have been seen.

In 2012 Mayflower’s 
Women’s Summer Bible 
Study decided to collect 

funds for a new, larger clinic and for a long-dreamed-of 
traveling clinic.  They were told $20,000 would cover the 
cost. Six weeks later, they were able to fund the new clinic 
with over six small rooms, 3 beds, and a large waiting area. 
The staff has doubled and two years ago, the traveling 
clinic became a reality.  

For over 20 years, Eden Children’s Village has been Mayflower’s only international mission supported through Outreach and 
individual child sponsorships. We sponsor—God provides. Eden-Ministries.org

CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMITTEE
The Congregational Care Committee’s Three Essential Teams 
Serve to Support Mayflower Members and Friends
The Cards Team is always busy sending handmade cards to people on the Prayer 
List for encouragement, sympathy, births and birthdays, and greetings welcoming 
new families to Mayflower. 

The Connect & Bless Team actively prays for many members and friends of our 
congregation noted through our weekly Prayer List as well as Sunday requests 
for prayer. They are ready to respond and serve if you, or someone you know, is 
going through a rough time, needs prayer support, or other personal connection. 
Members are equipped to pray, do hospital visits, home visits, crisis care, serve 
the Eucharist, or help in other ways. 

The Hospitality Team is comprised of friendly greeters, treat makers, and meal 
givers to share and provide nourishment and cheer to our 
members and friends.

If you know of anyone who might appreciate being uplifted 
by these supportive ministries, we invite you to send us 
their name. If you would like to join us, know of someone 
who would welcome a call or a card, or would like to create 
greeting cards, please contact Murry 
Idema at murry@mayflowerchurch.org.

Murry Idema 
Director of Congregational Care
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Donate food and other items for 
Safe Haven Ministries, a Grand Rapids 
based agency offering services to domestic 
violence victims and survivors as well as 
prevention and education programs for the 
entire community. Safe Haven services are 
free and confidential. The items collected 
will fill the kitchen and pantry for those 
staying in the residential program. 

A list of requested items can be found at 
MayflowerChurch.org/Easter.

Thank you for being the hands and feet of 
Jesus as you love your neighbors!

LENTEN OUTREACH

Clinic staff member on a computer being overseen by interested children 



Mayflower Needlepoint Guild 
Tuesdays - 10:30am - 12:30pm 
in the Atrium  Andrea Koster – andrea@mayflowerchurch.org

You can find additional details on  
these events and more by visiting 
MayflowerChurch.org/Join-Us/Events
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Mayflower is ALIVE & WELL
with activities and connection.
We hope you will join us soon!
Alex and Jon Upleger are tutu fun
Blessed to be a Blessing Sunday
Midweek Pizza Party
Singing fun and frolic with Miss Abby 

MARCH 27  |  12:00pm 

Children’s &  
Youth Choirs  
Cross Awards  
& Pizza Party



Allison Houlihan
Director of Youth Ministries

Sara Burton
Youth Ministries Intern

6

8th Grade Confirmation classes 
The class continues to meet on Sunday afternoons from 5-6pm. We are looking forward to 
Sunday, March 20 when they will officially be confirmed as members of our congregation.

Please keep the following 8th graders in your prayers  
as they seek Confirmation at Mayflower

Alex Barnes, Ethan Brinker, Catherine Grin, Emily Grin,  
Tyson Hunting, Matthew Koster, Kelly McMahon,  
Jessie Michell, Blake Sherman, Nolan Wiliamson

ELEVATE
This spring, the Elevate Youth Groups will be joining the Sunday school classes and Midweek 
programs by using 40: The Gospels by Joel Schoon-Tanis to guide discussions. In this book, 
Joel’s painting beautifully depicts the life and ministry of Jesus, and the companion booklet 
of Mediations relates his images to stories in the gospels and provides thoughtful questions.

With Joel’s style being whimsical and relatable, we are confident the lessons will resonate 
with these groups.

Middle School 
6-7pm     

High School 
7-8pm

8th Grade Confirmation is underway!

Join us for  
Confirmation Sunday 

March 20!

FOLLOW US:  
Instagram (@mayfloweryouth) 
Facebook (@mayflowerccyouth) 

“Sunday Suppers” 
need parent help!
Visit MayflowerChurch.org/
programs/elevate-youth
Please consider donating, hosting,  
or setting up, serving, or cleanup, 
and sign-up to join in the schedule 
to keep this awesome means of 
connection for our kids. 
They come and invite friends when 
the food is good and plentiful!
Thank you for your help!



The Mayflower 
Parlor has been a 
beautifully warm and inviting 
space. Groups meet on 
momentous occasions such 
as intimate weddings and 
other celebratory events, 
as well as a special respite 
for Bible studies, support 
groups, and family funerals.

After many years of wear, 
unfortunate leaks, and deter- 
ioration, the dedicated Parlor 
Committee hopes to return it to its original splendor so we can re-engage and make new 
memories for decades to come and we hope you will be a part of the effort.

Are you willing  to support the effort with a monetary gift ?
A secure link for online credit card donation via E-Zekiel (Fund: Parlor Refresh Donation) 
can be found at MayflowerChurch.org/support. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to connect with a member of the Parlor Committee or contact the office for more 
information. Thank you! ~ Barbara Hoekzema,  Committee Chair

SENIOR PASTOR SEARCH UPDATE
Our Pastoral Search Committee is grateful to our congregation and staff 
for their constant support, prayers and encouragement throughout this 
process. We are continuing our discussion with a promising pastoral 
candidate. Our committee has spoken with him numerous times. Recently 
other leaders in our church have also engaged in conversations with this 
individual. We are moving forward with the final steps in our process and 
we are hopeful there is a mutual fit.

~ Amy Conway, Rachel Blair Hadad, Phil Idema, Jessica Ruppert,  
Andy Schutt, Steve Waltman, Linda Edgar, Lisa Weaver

Mayflowerchurch.org/join-us/pastor-search-update
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R�toring the Mayflower Parlor 
to its original elegance

If you have any ques�ons, please feel free
to connect with a member of the Parlor Commi�ee

or contact the office for more informa�on.

David Baker
Rachael Cooley
Barbara Gordon

Barbara Hoeksema
Murry Idema

Ruth Bell Olsson
Courtenay Oosterman

Jessica Ruppert
Greg Sco�

2345 Robinson Road, Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616-459-6255  |  MayflowerChurch.org

The Mayflower Parlor has been a beau�fully warm and invi�ng 
space where groups would meet on momentous occasions such as 
in�mate weddings and other celebratory events, as well as a special 
respite for Bible studies, support groups, and family funerals.

A�er many years of wear, unfortunate leaks, and deteriora�on, the 
Parlor Commi�ee hopes to return it to its original splendor so we 
can re-engage and make new memories for decades to come and we 
hope you will be a part of the effort.

Are you willing
to support this r�toration
with a monetary gift?

� I/We would be interested in commi�ng $________________
 to restore the parlor to its original elegance.

� I/We would be interested in discussing a major gi� that 
 would offer naming rights for the Parlor.

Name__________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Thank you very much for your support!

3-4-5 Chimes Choir!
We are excited to start a 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade chimes choir at Mayflower! 

The group will start after 
spring break and meet 
on Wednesdays during 
Midweek. 

This will be a great 
introduction to ringing for 
our elementary students. 
Please contact Miss Abby 
with any questions.

Let Our Voices 
Be Heard
We are called to proclaim God’s 
word to our neighbors through 
the spoken word and music.  
But are we being heard? 

Mayflower is currently using 
various media devices both 
inhouse and online with frequent 
limitations. We are always look-
ing for ways to improve and have 
been advised that our existing 
audio/visual capabilities must be 
significantly upgraded to serve 
our congregation effectively. 

The phonics of the spoken word 
through online streaming is 
good but the audio of music 
is distorted, unbalanced, and  
distant. On the other hand, 
the music experienced in the 
sanctuary is quite good, but 
the spoken word is sometimes 
muddled or unintelligible.

Having an audio/visual output 
that matches the quality of 
our music and preaching at 
Mayflower is an important 
necessity to serve, engage and 
grow our membership.

Will you help us 
achieve our goal of 

raising $50,000 
for the first phase 

(audio) of this project? 
Questions? Talk to Chris Edgar, 
fundraising chair, or a member of 
the Worship & Music Committee.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS! 

All our choirs and  
inhouse talent will 

offer a FUNDRAISING 
CONCERT on Monday, 

March 28 at 7pm.



MAYFL     WER
F a i t h ’ s  j o u r n e y  •  G o d  i s  g o o d  •  J e s u s  s a v e s  •  S p i r i t  g u i d e s

Church

2345 Robinson Road SE, GR, MI  49506
616-459-6255 - MayflowerChurch.org

Join us for Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30!
FB: MayflowerCongregational Church 

IG: MayflowerChurchGR 
YT: Mayflower Congregational Church - Grand Rapids, MI
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Rev. Ruth Bell Olsson 
Interim Co-Pastor 
Ruth@MayflowerChurch.org 

Rev. Steve Armfield 
Interim Co-Pastor 
Steve@MayflowerChurch.org

Dr. Julia Brown 
Director of Music  
& Organist 
Julia@MayflowerChurch.org

Scott Bosscher 
Director of Chancel Choir 
Scott@MayflowerChurch.org

Abby Brooks 
Director of Children’s  
& Youth Choirs 
Abby@MayflowerChurch.org

Rachael Cooley 
Director of Family  
Ministries & Outreach 
Rachael@MayflowerChurch.org

Allison Houlihan 
Director of  
Youth Ministries 
Allison@MayflowerChurch.org

Andrea Koster 
Director of CE 
Bible Beginnings 
Andrea@MayflowerChurch.org

Amy Wiener 
CE Associate 
Bible Alive 
AmyW@MayflowerChurch.org

Andy Ely 
Business Manager 
Andy@MayflowerChurch.org

Amy Hermen 
Office Administrator 
Amy@MayflowerChurch.org

Murry Idema 
Director of  
Congregational Care 
Murry@MayflowerChurch.org

 

Karen Roth 
Wedding Coordinator 
via Amy@MayflowerChurch.org

Gwen Wallin 
Wedding Coordinator 
via Amy@MayflowerChurch.org

Courtenay Oosterman  
Communications 
Communications@
MayflowerChurch.org

Mayflower Staff is happy to see us all in church!
If you have any questions we would be happy to help.

SEPT 12

PICNIC


