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NOTES FOR REFLECTION ON SERMON AND PRAYERS 

 

PLEASE  PRAY  FOR:  

 Axelle Pringalle 
Pelfrêne and family 

Kathleen Heyboer 
and family 

George Bauer and 
family 

Van Timmeren 
family 

Matt Fouch 

Marilyn DeHorn 

Thora White 

Rocky Rosema 

Laurie Wood-Lyons 

David and Michelle 
Wolf 

Susie Williams 

Tolly Stiffler 

Tony Brace 

David Keyser 

Sue Ellyn Andrews 

Virginia Vogel 

Dale Bensted 

Marcia and Jim 
DePree 

Chip Wood 

Leanne Reilly 

Fran and Les 

Sophia Minnavino 

April Baker 

Betty and Joel 
Soule 

Dorothy Britcher 

Debbie Haley 

Lylah Gritter 

Anne Hooker 

Jen Kaczor 

Gina VanderKolk 

Jon 

Jean Norris Miller 

Phil Battershall 

Dick Bellows 

Bill Petchauer 

Rick Congdon 

Joan Fleser 

Sander 

Brenda Allen 

Jon King 

DECEMBER 22, 2019 • 10:30 AM 

https://www.facebook.com/axellepringallepelfrene?__tn__=%2CdC-R-R&eid=ARAhz1-0d5ponvJrRiBb9fga8Maq4ftKnv58l5NoJYVjajxfNXCY6soQ0rPfkmz5y6dA05EYJn622Xe1&hc_ref=ARSeOAMPl3wEWZp8fn7ES7-pUu9r_sul_CEUnQwDpEaOxCXXUyUNfykiz4fMioOk0Z0&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/axellepringallepelfrene?__tn__=%2CdC-R-R&eid=ARAhz1-0d5ponvJrRiBb9fga8Maq4ftKnv58l5NoJYVjajxfNXCY6soQ0rPfkmz5y6dA05EYJn622Xe1&hc_ref=ARSeOAMPl3wEWZp8fn7ES7-pUu9r_sul_CEUnQwDpEaOxCXXUyUNfykiz4fMioOk0Z0&fref=nf
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PRELUDE “Noel in the 18th century French Style” Julia Brown, Organ; 
 by Jose Jesus Estrada Director of Music 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH  Mark Barger Elliott, 
  Senior Pastor 

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE   Ruth Bell Olsson, 
  Pastoral Associate 

Leader: Over the past three Sundays we have gathered to hear the call of Christmas 
  through the call of the prophet, the call of Zechariah, and the call of Mary. 
  This morning we gather to light the fourth Advent candle, as the call of the 
  shepherds invites us to lift up our eyes; for it is “from above our help 
  comes;” from the One “who is the maker of heaven and earth.” 

CHORAL INTROIT   Combined Youth Choirs 
  (3rd - 12th grade) 

                         BESANÇON 

Leader: So, come, one and all, grandparent and grandchild, spouse and partner, 
  friend and stranger, and let us together turn our gaze to the heavens and 
  to the East as we hear the shepherds say, 

People: “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened.” 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  #137 “Once in Royal David’s City” 
 IRBY  
 Vs. 1: Solo, Rachael Petty; Vs. 2-5: ALL 
 Please stand as the procession begins 

*OPENING PRAYER   Ruth Bell Olsson 
Leader: Loving God, “What is real about us all, is that each of us is waiting;” 
People: Waiting for forgiveness, acceptance, love, and for a path to appear guiding 
  us from where we are to where You would have us go. 
Leader: For in many ways, O Lord, this morning we are like the shepherds in the 

fields, our attention fixed on only what is before us. 
People: And yet, in the words of the poet, Luke’s gospel proclaims, 
Leader: “Unto you a Child, A Son is given: The Ingression of Love. Earth’s darkness 
  invents the blaze of heaven.” 
People: Help us, O Lord, we pray, to invite this news of great joy into our lives: 
Leader: Expanding our vision from what is narrow and dark, fearful and sad, 
People: So we might “All, all, all of us! Let us run to Bethlehem!”  Amen! 
     (adapted from W. H. Auden’s For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio) 

*GLORIA PATRI #558 
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 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Karen, Casper, Oskar, and Nikolas Dicke; Mitchell Pontstein and Kendra Back; 

Andrew and Kate Reed; Margy Jones; Ginger and Blair Mohney; 

Richard and Marilyn Taylor  

ADVENT ALIVE — ALL THE JOY OF THE SEASON 
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Women’s Retreat Jan. 24-25! 

Begin 2020 exploring the theme: “The Joy  
of Missing Out: Live More By Doing Less!” 
We will stay at the Courtyard Marriott in 
downtown Holland - Jan 24 (6:00pm) - Jan 25 
(noon) and enjoy learning, shopping and 
eating together! 14 spots available—$100 / 
double occupancy room!  Contact Lynn 
Barger Elliott to reserve your spot!   

JANUARY 2020! 

Mayflower Book Club!  
Our first church-wide book  
selection will be a memoir: 
Man's Search for Meaning   
by Viktor E. Frankl.  

Our conversation will begin Jan 12 following 
worship at 11:45am. 

HELP FUND 2019 
As year-end approaches we invite you to 
fully fund our 2019 budget with one-time 
gifts, pledges, or above-and-beyond pledges 
as expressions of gratitude for the blessings 
we have received from God this past year.   

In December, Mayflower typically receives 
financial gifts of approximately $195,000 and 
we invite you to help us reach that goal this 
year in order to balance our budget. 

Donations can be made via check, online 
through your credit card, or as gifts of stocks 
and securities.  

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) can 
also be made to satisfy your IRA Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD). Consult your 
tax advisor for further details. 

If you have any questions about how you can 
support Mayflower’s mission and ministries 
please contact our business manager,  
Lou Bardocz at LLB@mayflowerchurch.org. 

Thank you! 

AMAZING FESTIVAL OF CAROLS CANTATA LAST SUNDAY! 
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ANTHEM “Night of Silence” Combined Youth Choirs 
 by Daniel Kantor (Grades 3-12) 
  Abby Brooks and Joshua Ledesma, Directors 
  Melia Colwell, Accompanist 
  Hope Orban, Flute; Eve Orban, Oboe 
                                                                          Halley Barger Elliott, Maya Picard, Ceci Cary, Soloists 

1. Cold are the people, winter of life, we tremble in shadows this cold endless night, 
frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping, flowers that will echo the sunrise, fire of hope 
is our only warmth, weary, its flame will be dying soon. 

2. Voice in the distance, call in the night, on wind you enfold us you speak of the light, 
gentle on the ear you whisper softly, rumors of a dawn so embracing, breathless 
love awaits darkened souls, soon will we know of the morning. 

3. Spirit among us, shine like the star, your light that guides shepherds and kings from 
afar, shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely, rising in the warmth of your Son’s love, 
star unknowing of night and day, Spirit we wait for your loving Son. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Rachael Cooley, Andrea Koster, Susan Orban 
  FFJ Team 
 (Children 4 years old through 5th grade leave for Church School) 

READING FROM SCRIPTURE  Helen Bell, 
 Luke 2:8-15 Lay Reader 
 Pew Bible, Page 725 

HYMN  #138 “What Child Is This, Who, Laid to Rest” 
 GREENSLEEVES 

SERMON The Call of the Shepherds Lynn Barger Elliott 

A WORD ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC  Julia Brown 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Wexford Carol” Chancel Choir 
 by Richard Lakey Scott Bosscher, Director 
  Harper Cooley, Solo  

Good people all, this Christmas time, Consider well and bear in mind 
What our good God for us has done In sending his beloved Son. 
With Mary holy we should pray, To God with love this Christmas Day 
In Bethlehem upon that morn, There was a blessed Messiah born 

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep Their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep 
To whom God's angel did appear Which put the shepherds in great fear 
“Prepare and go,” the angels said “To Bethlehem, be not afraid; 
For there you'll find, this happy morn A princely babe, sweet Jesus, born.” 

With thankful heart and joyful mind The shepherds went the babe to find 
And as God's angel had foretold They did our Saviour Christ behold 
Within a manger he was laid And by his side a virgin maid 
Attending on the Lord of Life Who came on earth to end all strife. 
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Good people all, this Christmas time, Consider well and bear in mind 
What our good God for us has done In sending his beloved Son. 

*DOXOLOGY #563 AND DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS Ruth Bell Olsson 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER  Mark Barger Elliott 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST   
We invite you to extend the peace of Christ with your neighbor by saying, “The peace of 
Christ be with you,” and the response is “Also with you.” 

ANTHEM “This Christmastide” Combined Choirs 
 Music by Donald Fraser (3rd grade - Adult) 
 Text by Jane McCulloch Scott Bosscher, Director 

1. Green and silver, red and gold, and a story born of old. 
Truth and love and hope abide this Christmastide. 

2. Holly, ivy, mistletoe and the gently falling snow. 
Truth and love and hope abide this Christmastide. 

3. From a simple ox’s stall came the greatest gift of all. 
Truth and love and hope abide this Christmastide. 

4. Children sing of hope and joy at the birth of one small boy. 
Truth and love and hope abide this Christmastide. 

5. Let the bells ring loud and clear, Ring out now for all to hear. 
Truth and love and hope abide this Christmastide. 

6. Trumpets sound and voices raise in an endless stream of praise. 
Truth and love and hope abide this Christmastide. 

7. Green and silver, red and gold, and a story born of old: 
Truth and love and hope abide this Christmastide. 

*RECESSIONL HYMN  #123 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 MENDELSSOHN 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Lynn Barger Elliott 

POSTLUDE “Sussex Carol” Julia Brown 
 arr. by Dale Wood  

*All who are able are invited to stand. 

WELCOME! Hearing assistance is available on the main floor by using the T-switch on your hearing aid.  
Handheld receivers with earphones are also available from the ushers. 

SEARCH: “Mark Barger Elliott” on Apple Podcasts 
“Mayflower Congregational Church” on Facebook 

WEBSITE: MayflowerChurch.org • CHURCH OFFICE: 616-459-6255 

QUESTIONS: Pastor Mark Barger Elliott, mbe@mayflowerchurch.org 
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December 22, 2019 
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